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* I have not now leisure to trouble you with the few
observations my too short stay at Paris had but imper-
fectly furnished me with. Irreconcilable to the prin-
ciples of their government, I am delighted with the
amenity and- gentleness of their manners.'

Hume undertook the friendly duty with which he had
been intrusted, and performed it with zeal and unfailing
attention, as many letters of his to Sir Gilbert exist to
prove ; but as the most important of these have been
published, we shall only give an extract from one which
has a curious relation to future events.

Hiime to Sir Gilbert Elliot of Minto.1

7, 1764,

4 As soon as I came from Fontainebleau I went to the
Pension Militaire, so it is called, where I had first a
conversation with the abbe. I found him exceedingly
pleased with your boys. He told me that whenever his
two young pupils arrived, he called together all the
French gentlemen, who are to the number of thirty or
thirty-two, and he made them a harangue. He then
said to them that they were all men of quality, to be
educated to the honourable profession of arms, that all
their wars would probably be with England, that
France and that kingdom were Eome and Carthage,
whose rivality more properly than animosity never
allowed long intervals of peace; that the chance of

1 Minto MSS., published in Burton's Life of Hume*
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